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Editorial
This special issue contains full versions of selected papers presented at the 21st International Workshop on Combinatorial
Algorithms (IWOCA) held in July 2010 at the Strand campus of King’s College London. At that meeting, 31 papers were
presented, chosen after rigorous review from a total of 85 submissions and published in the IWOCA 2010 Proceedings
(Springer Lecture Notes in Computer Science (LNCS) 6460). In this collection 20 papers are published, whose average length
is roughly double that of the preliminary versions. These papers are the result of a second, equally careful refereeing process.
IWOCA began in 1989 as the Australasian Workshop on Combinatorial Algorithms (AWOCA), but was renamed starting
in 2007 in order to reﬂect a more ambitious research mission; the meetings since then have been held in Newcastle,
Australia; Nagoya, Japan; Moravia, Czech Republic; and London. Scheduled for 2011–2015 are Victoria, BC, Canada; Tamil
Nadu, India; Rouen, France; Newcastle, Australia; and Duluth, Minnesota, USA. IWOCA seeks to provide an advanced forum
for researchers who design algorithms for the many combinatorial problems that underlie computer applications in science,
engineering and business. For more details see http://www.iwoca.org/index.php.
The papers published here fall roughly into three categories: traditional combinatorial applications (bin-packing, data
structures); combinatorics on words and applications, especially to bioinformatics; graph/network theory and its many appli-
cations. Although the methodology of the contributions is theoretical and mathematical, nevertheless the ultimate purpose
is to solve problems that arise in the real world – in other words, to design algorithms.
The editors of this special issue of Journal of Discrete Algorithms would like to thank the referees who have given gen-
erously of their time to review the submitted papers, and whose work has resulted in a higher quality of the published
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